Playing Chords: One-Chord Jam @ and Adding Bass Notes @

Play the Emi chord with your right hand using the rhythms below (1, 2, and 3), and play the bass note E with
your left hand.
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Now, try the activity with a new chord, G: Play the same activity with another new chord, C:
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Notice that all of these chords have the same shape: three notes on the white keys with a skipped note
between each finger.

Improvisation: Two-Note Solo @ @

These two notes, E and G, can be used to take a solo. Unlike the chord diagrams, this image shows two notes
that you can play on the keyboard, one after the other:
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Practice playing these two notes in a variety of ways by mixing up the rhythm and order. Here are some ideas
for improvisation:

e Start by playing the E twice and then switching to the G.

¢ Alternate between the two notes rapidly and then slowly. Then, try changing speeds.

* Focus on creating distinct rhythms and lock in with the Jam Track.

® Play a rhythm on just the E, and then repeat that rhythm on the G.



Music Theory: The Song Chart (€]

The most common way popular music is written is in the form of a lead sheet, which is a type of song (|

A lead sheet is broken into measures (or bars) which are divided by thick vertical lines. The daghes hm\]f"‘
those lines represent beats of music. This song has four beats per measure because there are foyr s]ashc\:en
between each vertical line. The signs at the beginning and end of the example are called repeat bars; the\ "
dots mean to repeat those chords in those measures over and over again.
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The next part of the lead sheet is the chords.

This song plays a C chord for four beats (one measure), then an Emi chord for four beats, a C chord for foy,
beats, and then another Emi chord again for four beats.

CAN'T STOP THE FEELING!

Justin Timberlake
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Another way music is written is writing the names of chords over the lyrics. This chart doesn’t tell you how
many beats to play each chord, but it shows you which lyrics to sing when the chords change. Play G when
you sing “feeling” and switch to Emi on the word “bones.”

G Emi
I've got this feeling inside my bones.
C Emi
It goes electric, wavy when I turn it on.
G Emi
All through my city, all through my home,
C Emi
We'e flying up, no ceiling, when we in our zone.
G Emi
I got that sunshine in my pocket, got that good soul in my feet.
C Emi
I feel that hot blood in my body when it drops, ooh.
G Emi
I can't take my eyes up off it, moving so phenomenally.

C Emi
Room on lock the way we rock it, so don't stop.

by Justin Timberlake, Max Martn and Shelidack
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Here are some other songs that use these three chords: Emi, G, and C.

WITHOUT YOU Q)

David Guetta ft. Usher
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G C Emi C

I can't win, I can't reign. [ will never win this game without you, without you.
G - Cc Emi C

I 'am lost, I am vain. I will never be the same without you, without you.

G ' ' C ) Emi C

I'won't run, I won't fly. I will never make it by without you, without you.

G C Emi C

I can't rest, I can't fight. All I need is you and I, without you, without you.
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SEND MY LOVE (TO YOUR NEW LOVER) O

Adele
G Emi
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G Emi

This was all you, none of it me. You put your hands on, on my body and told me,
you told me you were ready

G Emi

For the big one, for the big jump. I'd be your last love, everlasting, you and me.

That was what you told me.
G Emi
I'm giving you up, I've forgiven it all. You set me free.

G
Send my love to your new lover, treat her better.

Emi
We've gotta let go of all of our ghosts. We both know we ain't kids no more.

G
Send my love to your new lover, treat her better.

Emi
We've gotta let go of all of our ghosts.

We both know we ain't kids no more.

Words and Music by Adele Adiins, Max Martin and Shellback
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In this next chart, the first two chords last two beats each while the chord that follows last for foyr beats

WAKE ME UP QO

Avicii ft. John Legend
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Emi C G Emi C G
Feeling my way through the darkness, ' So wake me up when it's all over,
Emi C G | Emi C G
Guided by a beating heart. When I'm wiser and I'm older.
Emi C G Emi C G
I can't tell where the journey will end, All this time I was finding myself
Emi C G Emi C G
But I know where to start. And I didn't know I was lost.
Emi C G
They tell me I'm too young to understand.
Emi C G
They say I'm caught up in a dream.
Emi C G ? Words and Music by Aloe Blaze, Tim Barging and Mchasi Eroger
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Emi C G
Well, that'’s fine by me.
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Composition: C, Emi, and G @
Compose (write) a progression using the Emi, G, and C chords with any of the comping patterns you have
used so far. Place them in the song chart grid below to create a new song:
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Comping Pattern
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Full Band Song: I GOTTA FEELING &)

The Black Eyed Peas

Form of Recording: Intro-Chorus-Verse—~Chorus—Verse-Chorus

In this song, we introduce melodic notation for the keyboard. Melodic notation is used to show melodies with
single notes rather than chords. Each letter means to play that note once. The letters move up and down to
show you whether to move up (to the right) or down (to the left) on the keyboard.
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Use this thythm for the Chorus: And this rhythm for the Verse: You can use these notes to
R R Beoseses | take a solo in this song:
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CHORUS
G C
I gotta feeling that tonight's gonna be a good night,
Emi C
That tonight’s gonna be a good night, that tonight’s gonna be a good, good night.

VERSE

G C

Tonight’s the night, let’s live it up. I got my money, let’s spend it up.
Emi

C
Go out and smash it, like, oh my God. Jump off that sofa, let’s get, get off.

VERSE

G C
I know that we'll have a ball if we get down and go out and just lose it all.

Emi Cc
I feel stressed out, I wanna let go. Let’s go way out, spaced out, and losing all control.

VERSE
G C
Fill up my cup, Mazel Tov! Look at her dancing, just take it off.

. Words and Music by Wil Adams. Allan Pineda. Jame Gomez, Stacy Ferguson. David Guetta and Fredenc Rizsterer
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Going Beyond: Singing and Playing
An important skill for a popular musician is to not only play songs, but also to sing along. Here are a few tips
for singing and playing:
* Make sure you have the keyboard part down well enough that you can play it without thinking about
changing chords, and then try speaking the lyrics (in rhythm) over it.
* Sing the lyrics while playing the chords with just the right hand. Only move your hand when it’s time to
change chords.
* Don’t worry too much about singing the correct pitches (notes) at this point; just practice the skill of
doing two things at once.
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